
Section 7 of the Marriage Act 1949 as amended 
by section 2 of the Church of England Marriage (Amendment) Measure 

 
 

7  Time and manner of publication of banns 

(1)     Subject to the provisions of section nine of this Act, banns of matrimony shall 

be published on three Sundays preceding the solemnization of the marriage 

during morning service or, if there is no morning service on a Sunday on which 

the banns are to be published, during evening service during either the 

principal service or both the principal service and another service. 

(1A) In subsection (1) of this section “principal service” means the service at 

which, in the opinion of the clergyman or other person who, under section 9 

of this Act, has the responsibility for publishing banns of matrimony, the 

greatest number of persons who habitually attend public worship are likely 

to attend. 

(1B) Where banns of matrimony are published on a Sunday during both the 

principal service and another service, both of those occasions shall be 

deemed to be the same time of asking for the purposes of the form of words 

referred to in subsection (2) of this section. 

(2)     Banns of matrimony shall be published in an audible manner and in accordance 

with the form of words prescribed by the rubric prefixed to the office of 

matrimony in the Book of Common Prayer or set out in section 2 of the 

Church of England Marriage (Amendment) Measure 201-, and all the other 

rules prescribed by the said rubric concerning the publication of banns and the 

solemnization of matrimony shall, so far as they are consistent with the 

provisions of this Part of this Act, be duly observed. 

(3)     The parochial church council of a parish shall provide for every church and 

chapel in the parish in which marriages may be solemnized, a register book of 

banns made of durable materials and marked in the manner directed by section 

fifty-four of this Act for the register book of marriages, and all banns shall be 

published from the said register book of banns by the officiating clergyman, and 

not from loose papers, and after each publication the entry in the register book 

shall be signed by the officiating clergyman, or by some person under his 

direction. 

(4)     Any reference in the last foregoing subsection to a parochial church council 

shall, in relation to an authorised chapel in an extra-parochial place, be 

construed as a reference to the chapel warden or other officer exercising 

analogous duties in the chapel or, if there is no such officer, such person as may 

be appointed in that behalf by the bishop of the diocese. 

 


