
Environmental Justice: Carbon Action Planning 

The DfE has determined that, by the end of 2025: 

1. Every school must have a Carbon Action Plan covering four key areas: 

decarbonisation; adaptation and resilience; biodiversity; and climate education and 
green careers.  Four resources to help with this: 

  

a. The DfE supported Climate Ambassadors are developing an offer of volunteer 
expert climate ambassadors to assist educational settings with this task.  I am 

waiting for a webinar to find out more about this opportunity and will advise. 

  
b. Climate Ambassadors have prepared a PowerPoint opening up the four key 

areas of a Climate Action Plan  

  

c. The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero has prepared a guide for the 
first key area of the Carbon Action Plan – decarbonisation.  Download the 

guide. 

 
d. The National Governance Association has prepared a 30 min presentation to 

help governing bodies and academy trust boards to set and monitor the 

strategic direction around a Carbon Action Plan. 

  

2. Every school must be covered by a Nominated School Sustainability Lead, either 

within the school or academy trust.   For more details see Sustainability leadership 

and climate action plans in education - GOV.UK.  When your lead is appointed, please 
provide us with the contact details by completing our simple form.   

 

Three other relevant websites: 
  

3. The DfE has commissioned a website on sustainability with links to many resources. 

  

4. Keep Britain Tidy has a free carbon calculator website that is designed for schools 

(involving pupils) to be able to calculate their carbon emissions in different areas 

and then the website will produce suggested actions.  It is suggested that no data is 

uploaded until mid-October as the website is having an update which will improve 
the quality of the report produced.  See a two minute introductory video. 

 

5. ICT Carbon Footprint Experts - a website to assist you with IT buying decisions.  The 
choice of equipment will affect the carbon emissions produced in both manufacture 

and use.  This website should help informed choices. 
 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.ctfassets.net%2Fpc40tpn1u6ef%2F3YJcMWTk9CaKR1QlphpfUb%2Ffe5962b17f13417c402d89b419d60143%2FClimate_action_plans-_short.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.ctfassets.net%2Fpc40tpn1u6ef%2F3YJcMWTk9CaKR1QlphpfUb%2Ffe5962b17f13417c402d89b419d60143%2FClimate_action_plans-_short.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://es.catapult.org.uk/insight/how-can-schools-lead-the-charge-on-climate-action-matt-caville/
https://es.catapult.org.uk/insight/how-can-schools-lead-the-charge-on-climate-action-matt-caville/
https://www.nga.org.uk/news-views/directory/an-introduction-to-the-board-s-role-in-environmental-sustainability/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education#:~:text=A%20key%20initiative%20of%20DfE%E2%80%99s%20sustainability
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education#:~:text=A%20key%20initiative%20of%20DfE%E2%80%99s%20sustainability
https://canterburydiocesanhouse.churchsuite.com/forms/3g3bn5qg
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/
https://www.countyourcarbon.org/#:~:text=Count%20Your%20Carbon%20is%20the%20nation%E2%80%99s%20first%20free,%20full-scope%20carbon
https://px3.org.uk/

