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Session 1

Theme: ‘Who is Jesus’
Resources: 
· Ice breaker questions on PowerPoint
· Prayer cards
· Name labels and pens
· Food
· Video countdown timer
· Game resources
· Character names and Sellotape

· Cut-up statements about Jesus, three ‘notice boards’: ‘Agree’, ‘Disagree’ and ‘Don’t know’ signs, blue tack
· Hillsong video song
	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and icebreaker questions on screen
	30 min

	
	
	Meal
	30 min

	
	
	Video countdown timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices and encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Whole congregation activity
	7 min

	
	
	Each guest has the name of a character stuck to their backs and people then have to ask each other questions to work out which character they are. Note: Jesus’ name needs to be one of the characters and needs to be given to someone who will be able to talk clearly in the next item.

	
	
	Link
	5 min

	
	
	Ask the person who had Jesus’ name, if they worked out who they were? If they did, what helped them work out that it was Jesus? Did they ask the question, ‘Am I dead or alive?’ and how much or little did that answer help? Then introduce both the series and the theme – ‘Who is Jesus?’

	
	
	Group activity
	8 min

	
	
	Give each group the cut-up statements about Jesus. Guests must decide whether they agree or disagree with the statements, or if they don’t know. Then, read out each statement in turn. When a particular statement is read out, a person from each table group brings that statement to the front and sticks it on one of three boards (you could use upturned Go-Pak tables for these) labelled: ‘Agree’, ‘Disagree’, or ‘Don’t know’ on it. Once all seven statements from each table have been brought up, feedback and discuss. Explain that we will be using some of these statements over the next few weeks, to discover who Jesus really is.

	
	
	Video song
	5 min

	
	
	‘Mighty to Save’ by Hillsong. URL: www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnXX8TbUX-E

	
	
	Final prayer and finish
	2 min

	
	
	End
	


Session 2

Theme: What Jesus looks like – Philippians 2:7-8
Resources: 
· Icebreaker PowerPoint questions
· Prayer cards
· Name labels and pens
· Video countdown timer
· Game resources
· ‘Guess Who’ game resources
· Street interviews video clip
· Larger pictures of Jesus to hang up around the room & smaller sized images of the same pictures to hand out to table groups
· Jesus picture illusions
· Prepared talk
· Philippians 2 laminate

	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and icebreaker PowerPoint questions on screen
	25 min

	
	
	Video countdown timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices and encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Whole group activity
	10 min

	
	
	Based on the classic ‘Guess Who?’ game. Twenty different pictures of people are hung on a ‘clothesline’ and people have to find out which is the chosen face, by asking ‘elimination’ style questions. Note: You will have to create your own pictures for this.

	
	
	Link
	2 min

	
	
	Explain the theme – Thinking about Jesus’ appearance.

	
	
	Video Clip
	3 min

	
	
	Video clip showing some street interviews, where people were asked what they thought Jesus looked like. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkMbaEao-Ao

	
	
	Whole group activity
	6 min

	
	
	Put up the various pictures of Jesus. Invite guests to move around and try and decide which one or ones are Jesus? (They all are!) Feed back.

	
	
	Table group activity
	8 min

	
	
	Discuss the pictures and the choices that they made. Why did they like the ones they chose? What made guests not choose the others? Feed back and discuss. If there’s some time left, hand out the images to the table groups and ask guests to try and work out which countries the pictures come from. Feed back.

	
	
	Link
	2 min

	
	
	Now going to show some different, even more unusual images of Jesus.

	
	
	Table group activity – picture illusions
	8 min

	
	
	Distribute picture illusions of Jesus. Can guests see the hidden images etc.? Feedback and discuss.

	
	
	Talk
	5 min

	
	
	Perhaps include in your talk, the following: ‘Sometimes people will have different ideas about what Jesus looks like, and sometimes we can’t even trust what we see. Therefore, we need to use different things to be sure that we see and understand Jesus for who he really is.’

	
	
	Finish, with laminate
	2 min

	
	
	As guests leave, give them a small laminate of Philippians 2:7-8

Note: You will need to create this laminate yourself.

	
	
	End
	


Session 3

Theme: ‘Jesus’ main job’

Resources: 

· Icebreaker PowerPoint questions

· Prayer cards

· Name labels and pens

· Meal

· Video countdown timer

· Game resources

· Human Bingo sheets and pens

· A6 cards or pieces of paper & pens

· Large Cross or Prayer Basket

· ‘Do it again’ video song
	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and icebreaker questions on screen
	30 min

	
	
	Meal
	30 min

	
	
	Video countdown timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices and encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Whole group activity
	10 min

	
	
	Human Bingo: Each person is given a list of 10 things to find out about people at Ignite. E.g.: find someone with blue eyes or find someone who has an unusual job. The list should contain some references to jobs etc., as this will tie-in with today’s theme. They need to write the name of the person who meets the criteria of a challenge, next to the challenge on the list. guests must find a different person for each challenge! Feedback.

	
	
	Link
	2 min

	
	
	Explain the theme: Getting people to think about what Jesus’ main job was. Carpenter? Prophet? Saviour of the world?

	
	
	Boffins
	6 min

	
	
	Questions: (1) What are / were their jobs? (2) What is the hardest / most challenging / most interesting part of their job? (3) What do you think was Jesus’ main job? (Saviour of the world).

	
	
	Table activity
	6 min

	
	
	Ask guests to discuss in table groups, what job they would want Jesus to do for them? Feedback. Then get people to write down their own personal answers on a A6 size piece of paper. 

	
	
	Prayer response & video song
	5 min

	
	
	Guests are invited to bring their ‘answer’ from the previous item to the front and stick them on a large cross / decorative basket etc. while the video song, ‘Do it again’ by Elevation Worship is playing. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU

	
	
	Final prayer and finish
	2 mins

	
	
	Be mindful that the previous item may have generated some emotion / thoughtfulness in people. Talk to people and offer to pray where necessary.

	
	
	End
	


Session 4

Theme: Jesus was loved by everyone

Resources: 
· Ice breaker questions on PowerPoint
· Prayer cards
· Name labels and pens

· Video countdown timer

· Game resources

· Paper plates and felt-tip pens

· Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, worksheet & pens

· ‘People who don’t like Jesus’ sets

· Prepared talk

· ‘One thing remains’ video song
	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and icebreaker questions on screen
	25 min

	
	
	Video countdown timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices & encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Table activity
	8 min

	
	
	Love hearts activity:  People each get a paper plate to create their own ‘love heart’ sweet. They need to try and think of a new love heart saying.

	
	
	Link
	2 min

	
	
	Explain we are thinking about the idea that everyone loved Jesus…

	
	
	Video Clip
	8 min

	
	
	Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem – 1st showing: Ask people to watch the film and listen for any words or phrases they hear that show that people loved and adored Jesus, using the work sheet that we will have given them. Explain that they need to listen extra hard, as not all the words and phrases are on the sheet. They should write down the ones that are not on the sheet. Then feedback and discuss. Talk about how many times people heard the phrases. What other words of love or adoration did they hear that were not on the sheet?

URL: https://youtu.be/rdyJO-_aAv8

	
	
	Video clip
	8 min

	
	
	Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem – 2nd showing:  Ask people to watch the film again. Can they see anyone who doesn’t seem to love / adore Jesus? Who do they think they were? Who were the ones who didn’t seem to like Jesus? Feedback and discuss. (Note: In case they couldn’t spot them, they are the Romans; the Pharisees; the money lenders.)

	
	
	Table group activity
	6 min

	
	
	Each table group is given a cut-up set of people who didn’t like Jesus, and statements about what they did and why they might not like Jesus. Guests need to put the correct person (or people) with the correct ‘job description’ and statement. There are six true job descriptions and statements and six false ones, but which is which?  Feedback.

	
	
	Talk
	5 min

	
	
	Sometimes people will have different ideas about what Jesus looks like, and sometimes we can’t even trust what we see, so therefore, we need to use different things to be sure that we see Jesus for who he really is.

	
	
	Video song
	5 min

	
	
	‘One Thing Remains’ 
URL: https://youtu.be/6_KXsMCJgBQ

	
	
	Led from the front discussion
	6 min

	
	
	Encourage guests to say why different people today might not like Jesus. Feedback. 

	
	
	Final prayer and finish
	2 min

	
	
	End
	


Session 5

Theme: Jesus never lost his temper

Required resources: 

· Ice breaker PowerPoint questions

· Name labels

· prayer cards and pens

· Prepared meal

· Video countdown timer

· Game resources

· ‘Kindergarten Cop’ video clip

· Thermometer drawn onto roll of lining paper

· Drama script & dove pictures

· ‘Thermometer’ prayer response cards

	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open, Ice breaker questions on screen
	

	
	
	Meal
	25 min

	
	
	Video Countdown Timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices & Encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Video clip
	3 min

	
	
	From ‘Kindergarten Cop’- Humorous clip showing someone losing their temper.

URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMQADg1Dp9g

	
	
	Link
	2 min

	
	
	Explain the theme: Thinking about why we sometimes lose out temper, and also thinking about if Jesus ever lost his temper…

	
	
	Whole group activity
	8 min

	
	
	Have people stand either end for hot or cold in response to different questions about what sort of things cause us to lose our temper and get the people to show the level of anger according to how high their temperature would be on the line between hot and cold.

	
	
	Sketch
	3 min

	
	
	More a dramatic retelling of the scripture, than a sketch, of Jesus clearing the temple. 


	
	
	Whole group activity
	6 min

	
	
	Get people to move back to the ‘thermometer’ and show where they think Jesus’ anger was and lead discussion from the front. Why was Jesus angry? What made this different to other types of anger?

	
	
	Table group discussion
	8 min

	
	
	What sort of situations might happen where ‘righteous anger’ is appropriate? Feedback. Note: This will need to be handled sensitively, depending on which emotive subjects – e.g. child abuse – are raised by guests.

	
	
	Prayer response
	5 min

	
	
	Guests are each given a prayer response card, with a picture of a thermometer, on which they can write a prayer request – either for God to help them with their own temper or for situations in the world, where having righteous anger seems appropriate. Invite guests to bring their prayers up perhaps to a table that has a basket and a candle. Or use a notice board so the prayers can be pinned-up. Note: Play a gentle video of your choice, song during response.

	
	
	Finish
	2 min

	
	
	End
	


Session 6

Theme: Jesus never got tempted

Resources: 

· Name labels

· Pens

· Ice breaker PowerPoint questions

· Prayer cards

· Video countdown timer

· Games resources

· Donuts and Fruit Pastilles

· A4 temptation sheets & stickers

· Drama script x 2

· Sketch observation questions

· Pre-chosen Boffins x 2

· A5 paper, pens & ‘Resisting Temptation’ PowerPoint

· ‘Voice of Truth’ video song

	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open and ice breaker questions on screen
	25 min

	
	
	Video Countdown Timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices & encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Up-front activity
	6 min

	
	
	Some people are brought up front and each attempt to eat a donut without licking their lips. The rest of the congregation each have a fruit pastille which they mustn’t chew.

	
	
	Link intro
	2 min

	
	
	Explain that we are thinking about temptation, and Jesus being tempted and how he dealt with temptation.

	
	
	Whole group activity
	10 min

	
	
	Each member of the congregation is given five small stickers, such as stars or circles etc. Distributed around the worship area are ten sheets of paper each with a different temptation on them. People need to go and look at each of the temptations and put a sticker on each of the five temptations that they think are the worst / hardest to cope with / most common etc. Then feedback results and discuss briefly.

	
	
	Link talk
	2 min

	
	
	The fact is, is that temptation in our lives is a reality, and sometimes we do give in to temptations. However, there are ways to lessen and even beat temptation…

	
	
	Sketch
	5 min

	
	
	Jesus being tempted - Before the sketch begins, tell the congregation that this is like one of the film observation quizzes that they have done in the past. They need to watch and listen to the sketch carefully, as we are going to test them on how observant they were…

	
	
	Whole group activity
	10 min

	
	
	Sketch observation quiz - Ask questions about what the congregation saw and heard during the sketch.

	
	
	Boffins
	7 min

	
	
	(1) What is their worst temptation? (2) When are they most vulnerable to temptation? (3) In what way have you used scripture to beat temptation?

	
	
	Table group activity
	8 min

	
	
	Table group need to try and write their own five-point guide, for surviving temptation. Feedback. If helpful or needed, put up the Resisting Temptation PowerPoint during feedback.

	
	
	Video song
	4 min

	
	
	‘The voice of truth’ by Casting Crowns. URL: https://youtu.be/enxca57LiVU

	
	
	Summing-up prayer & finish
	2 min

	
	
	End
	


Session 7

Theme: Jesus healed everybody

Required resources: 
· Ice breaker PowerPoint questions

· Name labels

· Prayer cards & pens

· Prepared meal

· Video countdown timer

· Game resources

· Casualty theme tune, sling bandages and head bandages

· ‘Man who was healed’ video clip;

	Time
	Who?
	Item
	Length

	
	
	Doors open, Ice breaker questions on screen
	30 min

	
	
	Meal
	30 min

	
	
	Video Countdown Timer
	5 min

	
	
	Game
	10 min

	
	
	Notices & Encouragements
	5 min

	
	
	Casualty theme tune + Slings & head bandage game
	10 min

	
	
	Get two or three pairs of volunteers up on stage. Then play the casualty theme tune, explain that one person from each pair needs to put a sling and a head bandage on the other person from each pair. Casualty theme tune URL: https://youtu.be/AXinlUxYNtI

	
	
	Link intro
	2 min

	
	
	See if guests can guess what today’s theme is? Thinking about the question, ‘Did Jesus heal everyone?’

	
	
	Whole group activity
	4 min

	
	
	Did Jesus heal everybody? Do this as a get up and move to either a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ point. Give people opportunity to change their minds! Lead people to the conclusion that Jesus did not heal everybody…

	
	
	Table group discussion
	6 min

	
	
	Encourage people to discuss why Jesus didn’t heal everyone?
 Then feedback. The fact is, is that we don’t know. We might have our own thoughts and ideas on the matter. But we can’t say for sure…

	
	
	Link
	3 min

	
	
	Say something like, “Here we are 2000 years later, and just like Jesus healed, some but not all people back then, we also believe that Jesus still heals today, even though we might not see it happen as often as we would like. Nevertheless, here is a video testimony of a man who had been healed”.

	
	
	Video clip
	4 min

	
	
	Testimony of someone being healed. URL: https://youtu.be/IC-ypNEjgfQ 

Note: If you prefer, please feel free to find and use your own video testimony of someone being healed. Or you may have someone within your own congregation who has experienced significant healing and would be prepared to give their own testimony.

	
	
	Finish
	2 min

	
	
	Explain that some team members will be available to pray for anyone who would like prayer, etc. after Ignite has finished.

	
	
	Sum up and finish
	

	
	
	End
	


If you need help using these resources, please contact: igniteenquiries@diocant.org
Find our Ignite resources: https://canterburydiocese.org/ignite/ignite-resources
Copyright: The Diocese of Canterbury.  All rights reserved.
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